
 



  

Ondřej Ditrych has been the Director of the Institute of
International Relations since 2018. He studied international
relations at the University of Cambridge (MPhil.) and the Faculty of
Social Sciences, Charles University (Ph.D.), where is now also
Associate Professor at the Department of International Relations.
In the past he was also an analyst at NATO SHAPE (2013-2014),
the coordinator of the research center D. CENT Karl Duetsch
Center for International Political and Social Research (2014-2016),
an associate fellow at the European Union Institute for Security
Studies (2013), a visiting scholar at CERI, Sciences Po Paris (2012-
2013), a visiting researcher at Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik
Berlin (2011) and a Fulbright research fellow at the Belfer Center
at Harvard University (2007-2008). His professional interests
include terrorism and revolutionary violence in global politics,
NATO and European security, ethnopolitical conflicts in the post-
Soviet space, and global trends and their predictions. He is
currently also a member of the Scientific Council of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, the expert panel of the
Social Sciences of the Research, Development and Innovation
Council of the Czech Republic and the General Board of the
Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences.
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Jim Cloos is a high-ranking European official of longstanding
esteem. Having taken on a key role in drafting the Maastricht
Treaty during the Luxembourgish Presidency of the Council of the
European Union in 1991, Mr. Cloos has an intricate expertise on
EU Affairs and the internal functioning of the European
institutions. In the 1990s he served at the European Commission,
first as Head of the Cabinet of the Commissioner for Agriculture,
and subsequently as Head of Cabinet to the President of the
European Commission and his G7/8 Sherpa. Mr. Cloos has been a
close collaborator of High Representative Javier Solana in shaping
the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy. For many years he
played a key role in preparing European Council meetings. Before
his election as TEPSA Secretary-General, he served as Deputy
Director General for General and Institutional Policy at the
General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union.
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Chair
Petr Kratochvíl is a senior researcher at the Centre for European
Politics. He studied Theology of Christian Traditions at the
Protestant Theological Faculty of Charles University, International
Relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences of Charles University,
and International Political Sciences at the University of Economics
in Prague. In 2011 he was appointed associate professor and in
2016 a full professor. In addition, he lectures at Sciences Po in
Paris and at the Metropolitan University in Prague. He was also
the Chairman of the Academic Council of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic and the deputy
director (2004-2013) and then director of IIR. He cooperates with a
number of international academic institutions, most recently he
held lectures at Sapienza, University of Rome, the Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome, or at University of Cambridge. The
subject of his professional interest is primarily religion in world
politics, particularly Christianity in global affairs. But he also
explores Theories of International Relations, European Integration
and Russian Foreign Policy. He is a special representative of the
IIR in the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), a
representative of the IIR and a Board Member in the Trans
European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA), vice-chairman of the
Board of the IIR, and a member of several universities´ academic
and doctoral studies councils. He also serves as a Board Member
of the Governing Council of the Conference of European
Churches.
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A Welcome Speech will be given by a
Representative of the Czech Ministry

of Foreign Affairs



 

Presentation of the TEPSA Recommendations
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Planning Department,
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Czech

Republic

FUNDA TEKIN
Institut für

Europäische Politik

Funda Tekin is Director at Institut für Europäische Politik, Berlin
(IEP). She has previously been Vice-Director of the Centre for
Turkey and European Union Studies (CETEUS), Senior Researcher
at the Centre international de formation européenne and Senior
Research Adviser to IEP. Funda Tekin holds a PhD in political
science from the University of Cologne and her research focuses
on differentiated integration, the Area of Freedom, Security and
Justice, EU-Turkey relations, Brexit and the future of Europe,
Euroscepticism, populism and EU enlargement. She is a board
member of the Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA),
member of the Editorial Committee of the quarterly journal
integration and co-editor of the Nomos-Book Series Turkey and
European Union Studies

Jan Šnaidauf is the Director of the Foreign Policy Analyses and
Planning Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic. He has previously served as the Head of the Political
and Economic Section of the EU Delegation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, worked on Middle Eastern issues at the Brussels
Headquarters of the European External Action Service, and with
the Policy Unit of the EU High Representatives Javier Solana and
Catherine Ashton. Earlier, he was engaged as the Project
Coordinator at the Forum 2000 Foundation, as well as a Senior
Fellow and Vice-Chairman at the Prague-based Association for
International Affairs. Mr. Šnaidauf used to be frequently featured
as a commentator in the Czech media. 



 

Ilke Toygür is CATS Fellow at German Institute for International
and Security Studies (SWP Berlin) and teaches “Geopolitics of
Europe” at University Carlos III of Madrid. Her main research
areas include European integration, EU institutions, political
parties and elections in Western Europe, Geopolitics of Europe
and transatlantic relations, and Turkey’s relations with the West.
At the beginning of her career, she worked in Istanbul and
Brussels for Economic Development Foundation (IKV), a Turkish
think-tank focusing on the European Union and Turkey-EU
relations. In 2016, she completed her PhD degree in Political
Science in the Department of Political Science and International
Relations of Autonomous University of Madrid. Right before
completing her PhD, she was granted the prestigious Mercator-
IPC Fellowship in Istanbul Policy Center, Sabancı University. After
finishing her doctorate studies, she worked for five years at
Elcano Royal Institute, the leading Spanish think-tank on foreign
policy, as an Analyst for European Affairs. She has been a Visiting
Researcher in European University Institute (EUI), University of
Mannheim, and Brookings Institution. She is a Fellow of
Transatlantic Relations Initiative of the IE University and serves as
a Board Member of Trans European Policy Studies Association
(TEPSA). Her analyses appeared in Brookings Institution, Carnegie
Europe, German Marshall Fund of the United States, Foreign
Affairs and El País, among others. She frequently comments on
current developments in Europe on international media. She is
native in Turkish and also speaks fluent English and Spanish.
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Dr Kristi Raik is the Director of the Estonian Foreign Policy
Institute at the International Centre for Defence and Security
since February 2018. She is also an Adjunct Professor of
International Relations at the University of Turku. She has
previously served inter alia as a Senior Research Fellow and Acting
Programme Director at the Finnish Institute of International
Affairs in Helsinki and an official at the General Secretariat of the
Council of the European Union in Brussels. Kristi has published,
lectured and commented widely on EU foreign policy and
European security, including the EU’s relations with Russia and
the Eastern neighbours, EU global strategy and institutional
aspects of EU foreign policy-making. Kristi is also an expert of the
foreign and security policies of the Baltic states. She has provided
expert contributions to the Estonian, Finnish, EU and NATO
institutions. Kristi has a PhD from the University of Turku.
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MARIAM
KHOTENASHVILI
TEPSA Executive

Director

Mariam Khotenashvili is TEPSA’s Executive Director. She is
responsible for the daily management of the association. Mariam
is in close contact with the TEPSA Board and member institutes
regarding TEPSA’s strategic and annual planning. Mariam
manages various EU-funded projects such as InDivEU and DiCE.
She liaises with TEPSA’s member institutes, promoting visibility of
their research findings and helping to bridge academic research
with policy-making. Mariam also contributes to the coordination
of the biannual TEPSA Pre-Presidency Conferences. Her
background combines research coordination, policy advocacy,
project management and academic work. Her fields of expertise
include EU foreign and development policies and in particular the
European Neighbourhood Policy. Mariam holds Master’s degrees
in EU International Relations and Diplomacy (College of Europe)
and in Conflict Studies and Human Rights (Utrecht University).
Prior to joining TEPSA Mariam worked for Transparency
International Georgia and ALDA – The European Association for
Local Democracy and undertook traineeships at the European
Commission’s DG DEVCO and at the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

MIHAI SEBE
European Institute

of Romania

Mihai Sebe, PhD, is an expert in European affairs and Romanian
politics, currently working at the European Institute of Romania.
His area of expertise includes topics such as: the history of the
European idea; populism; future politics. He writes extensively on
European politics both at home and abroad.



  

Chair
Ondřej Ditrych has been the Director of the Institute of
International Relations since 2018. He studied international
relations at the University of Cambridge (MPhil.) and the Faculty of
Social Sciences, Charles University (Ph.D.), where is now also
Associate Professor at the Department of International Relations.
In the past he was also an analyst at NATO SHAPE (2013-2014),
the coordinator of the research center D. CENT Karl Duetsch
Center for International Political and Social Research (2014-2016),
an associate fellow at the European Union Institute for Security
Studies (2013), a visiting scholar at CERI, Sciences Po Paris (2012-
2013), a visiting researcher at Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik
Berlin (2011) and a Fulbright research fellow at the Belfer Center
at Harvard University (2007-2008). His professional interests
include terrorism and revolutionary violence in global politics,
NATO and European security, ethnopolitical conflicts in the post-
Soviet space, and global trends and their predictions. He is
currently also a member of the Scientific Council of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, the expert panel of the
Social Sciences of the Research, Development and Innovation
Council of the Czech Republic and the General Board of the
Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences.
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KRISTI RAIK
Estonian Foreign 
Policy Institute

Dr Kristi Raik is the Director of the Estonian Foreign Policy
Institute at the International Centre for Defence and Security
since February 2018. She is also an Adjunct Professor of
International Relations at the University of Turku. She has
previously served inter alia as a Senior Research Fellow and Acting
Programme Director at the Finnish Institute of International
Affairs in Helsinki and an official at the General Secretariat of the
Council of the European Union in Brussels. Kristi has published,
lectured and commented widely on EU foreign policy and
European security, including the EU’s relations with Russia and
the Eastern neighbours, EU global strategy and institutional
aspects of EU foreign policy-making. Kristi is also an expert of the
foreign and security policies of the Baltic states. She has provided
expert contributions to the Estonian, Finnish, EU and NATO
institutions. Kristi has a PhD from the University of Turku.



 

Senem Aydın-Düzgit is a Professor of International Relations at
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences of Sabancı University and
the Research and Academic Affairs Coordinator at the Istanbul
Policy Center. Her main research interests include European
foreign policy, Turkish foreign policy, discourse studies and
identity in international relations and particularly in European
foreign policy. She holds a Ph.D. from Vrije Universiteit Brussels,
an MSc from the London School of Economics and Political
Science, and a BA from Boğaziçi University. Her articles have been
published in the European Journal of International Relations,
Journal of Common Market Studies, West European Politics,
Cooperation and Conflict and South European Society and Politics,
among others. She is a fellow and board member of the Young
Academy of Europe, a member of the ECFR Council and a member
of the Carnegie Rising Democracies Network. She was awarded
the Young Scientist Award of Turkey’s Science Academy (BAGEP) in
2014
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OLEKSIY MELNYK
Razumkov Centre

Oleksiy Melnyk is Co-Director of the Razumkov Centre in Ukraine,
and researchers in their Foreign Relations and International
Security Programmes. He also is the coordinator of International
Projects at the Centre. He has previously worked in the Ukrainian
Ministry of Defence as the Head of the Organisational and
Analytical Division and First Assistant to Minister of Defence.

Dr. Roderick Parkes is research director of the German Council of
Foreign Relations (DGAP) in Berlin and heads the Alfred von
Oppenheim Centre for European Studies. He works on European
foreign and security policy, migration and law enforcement. He
was previously based in Paris at the EU Institute for Security
Studies, and before that worked for government-affiliated think
tanks in Brussels, Warsaw and Stockholm. Roderick holds a PhD
from the University of Bonn and studied at Cambridge, the
University of Edinburgh, and Sciences-Po Grenoble. He has taught
at the European Security and Defense College, NATO School
Oberammergau, and NATO Roderick Parkes Defense College. 
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Chair

Dr Sabina Lange is Senior Lecturer at EIPA, and Associate
Professor of International Relations at the University of Ljubljana,
where she received a doctorate for a thesis on strategy in EU
foreign policy, case of Western Balkans. At EIPA she specialises in
decision-making in the EU and in interinstitutional relations.
Between 2015 and 2017 she was Senior Associate Analyst at the
EU Institute for Security Studies (EUISS), where she dealt with
institutional issues in EU external action and with security and
foreign policy issues related to Western Balkans.
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PÉTER BALÁZS
fmr. Hungarian

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs

Péter Balázs is Professor Emeritus at Central European University
(CEU), Budapest. He founded at CEU the Center of EU
Enlargement Studies (CENS) and was its Director from 2005 to
2020. He served in various governments of Hungary as a State
Secretary for Industry and Trade (1992-1993), State Secretary for
European Affairs (2002-2003) and Minister of Foreign Affairs
(2009-2010). He was Ambassador to Denmark (1994-1996),
Germany (1997-2000) and Permanent Representative to the EU
(2003-2004). When Hungary joined the EU, he became the first
Commissioner in charge of regional policy (2004). From 2005 on
he has been European Coordinator of TEN-T Projects assisting the
European Commission. Péter BALÁZS graduated and got his PhD
at the Budapest School of Economics. He is Doctor (DSc) of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Vice President of the Hungarian
Union of Economists.
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Marek Cichocki, professor for international relations and
intellectual history at the Collegium Civitas University Warsaw and
the Associated Professor at the College of Europe Natolin,
European Civilization Chair. 
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MAGDALENA
VÁŠÁRYOVÁ 

fmr. State
Secretary, Slovak

Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Magdaléna Vášáryová is a Slovak diplomat and politician, and
former member of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
(2006–2016). She is the Chairwoman of the oldest Slovak women’s
association „Živena“ and Chairwoman of the Institute for cultural
policies. She has previously held the roles of Ambassador of the
Slovak Republic to Poland (2000 – 2005), and between 1990 and
1993, Czechoslovak Ambassador to Austria. In the past, she
served as the State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Slovak Republic. She is the Founder and, between 1993 and
2000, the Director of the Slovak Foreign Policy Association - SFPA.



 

Chair

Luke O'Callaghan-White is the senior researcher at the IIEA. He
leads the Institute’s research on climate and energy policy. Luke’s
research interests include the geopolitics of the clean energy
transition, the nexus between climate change and security
threats, and climate diplomacy. Prior to joining the IIEA, Luke
worked as a researcher at the Toronto-based research institute
Canadian Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (CCR2P). Luke
holds an M.A. in Political Science from the University of Toronto
and a B.A. in Political Science and Geography from Trinity College
Dublin. Luke is also a committee member of the Irish Centre for
European Law, where he contributes as an expert in European
energy developments.
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MARCO SIDDI
Finnish Institute of 

International 
Affairs

Dr Marco Siddi is Montalcini Assistant Professor at the University
of Cagliari (Italy), Senior Research Fellow in the European Union
programme at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs and
Adjunct Professor at the Universities of Tampere and Helsinki. He
focuses primarily on EU-Russia relations, European energy and
climate policy, and European identity and memory politics, topics
on which he has published numerous journal articles and policy
analyses. Previously, Marco was a Marie Curie and DAAD fellow at
the Institute of European Politics (IEP) in Berlin, the University of
Edinburgh, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the University
of Cologne. Marco has a PhD in Politics from the University of
Edinburgh, an MA in International Studies from the Vienna School
of International Studies and a BA in History and German from
Oxford University. 
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Aleksandra Palkova is a researcher at the Latvian Institute of
International Affairs. Since 2021 Palkova has been an Associate
Researcher at the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR).
She analyzes the political and institutional processes of the
European Union, produces scientific publications, organizes
conferences and conducts projects. A. Palkova is a senior
researcher at Riga Stradins University (RSU), where she analyses
climate change.ALEKSANDRA 

PALKOVA
Latvian Institute of 

International 
Affairs

VERONIKA 
SLAKAITYTE

Danish Institute 
for International 

Studies

Veronika Slakaityte’s research is fixed on energy infrastructure in
the Baltic Sea Region with primary focus on liquified natural gas
(LNG) terminal in Lithuania. Her research is centered around the
role of scientific knowledge and technical intelligence used in
decision-making and production of narratives in the
developmental stages of critical energy infrastructure projects.



 

Chair

Jakub Eberle is Research Director at the Institute of International
Relations. He studied international relations at the University of
Warwick (Ph.D.), University of St. Andrews (MLitt.), and Charles
University in Prague (Bc.). He is also Assistant Professor at the
Prague University of Economics and Business (VŠE). His
professional interests involve theory of international relations,
Czech and German foreign policy, politics of Central Europe, and
critical approaches to hybrid warfare. He is a member of the
Board of the Institute of International Relations, the Program
Council of the Forum 2000 Foundation, and the Executive
Committee of the International Association for the Study of
German Politics.
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IIR Prague
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FRANK 
SCHIMMELFENNIG

ETH Zurich

Frank Schimmelfennig is Professor of European Politics and a
member of the Center for Comparative and International Studies
at ETH Zurich. He is also a member of the Swiss National Research
Council, an Associate of the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced
Studies at the European University Institute, Chairman of the
Scientific Board of Institut für Europäische Politik Berlin and a
member of the Board of the Trans- European Policy Studies
Association (TEPSA). His research focuses on European integration
and, more specifically, integration theory, EU enlargement and
Europeanization, differentiated integration, democracy promotion
and democratization.



 

Jaap de Zwaan is emeritus Professor of European Union Law at
Erasmus University Rotterdam and former Director of the
Netherlands Institute of International Relations, Clingendael. His
professional career has essentially been devoted to the domain of
European cooperation and integration, in several capacities, such
as member of the bar, diplomat, university professor and director
of a think tank. De Zwaan has participated in negotiations at
European Union level with regard to treaty making, the accession
of new member states and harmonization of national legislations.
He also was agent of the Dutch Government in numerous legal
proceedings before the Court of Justice in Luxembourg. His main
domains of EU interest are related to respectively the
constitutional debate; the EU fundamental values; the internal
market cooperation; the area of freedom, security and justice
(notably EU asylum and immigration law and policy); and the
external relations of the EU, including enlargement. De Zwaan has
been TEPSA Board member from 2010 to 2021 and served TEPSA
as its Secretary General in the period 2014 to 2021. Since 2021 he
is TEPSA honorary Board member.
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Secretary-General

NICOLETTA
PIROZZI

Istituto Affari
Internazionali

As the  Head of Programme on European Union and Institutional
Relations Manager at IAI, Nicoletta Pirozzi works mainly mainly on
EU governance, policy and institutional developments in
CFSP/CSDP, civilian crisis management, EU relations with the
United Nations and the African Union. She is the Scientific
Coordinator of the Horizon 2020 project EU IDEA – Integration
and Differentiation for Effectiveness and Accountability. She is
Associate at the European Governance and Politics Programme of
the European University Institute (EUI) in Fiesole. From 2013 to
2019, she was Adjunct Professor at Roma Tre University. In 2018,
she was Associate Analyst at the EU Institute for Security Studies
(EUISS) in Paris and Marshall Memorial Fellow. In 2012, she served
as Seconded National Expert at the European External Action
Service (EEAS). She is author and editor of a number of
publications, and an active member of various research
associations and institutions. She is also member of IAI’s Steering
Committee and Executive Committee, and of the Scientific Board
of the on-line journal AffarInternazionali. She graduated in
Political Science at the University of Pisa and at the Sant’Anna
School of Advanced Studies. She also obtained an MSc Degree in
European Political and Administrative Studies from the College of
Europe (Bruges) and a Ph.D. in Institutions and Politics from the
Catholic University in Milan.



Ilke Toygür is CATS Fellow at German Institute for International
and Security Studies (SWP Berlin) and teaches “Geopolitics of
Europe” at University Carlos III of Madrid. Her main research
areas include European integration, EU institutions, political
parties and elections in Western Europe, Geopolitics of Europe
and transatlantic relations, and Turkey’s relations with the West.
At the beginning of her career, she worked in Istanbul and
Brussels for Economic Development Foundation (IKV), a Turkish
think-tank focusing on the European Union and Turkey-EU
relations. In 2016, she completed her PhD degree in Political
Science in the Department of Political Science and International
Relations of Autonomous University of Madrid. Right before
completing her PhD, she was granted the prestigious Mercator-
IPC Fellowship in Istanbul Policy Center, Sabancı University. After
finishing her doctorate studies, she worked for five years at
Elcano Royal Institute, the leading Spanish think-tank on foreign
policy, as an Analyst for European Affairs. She has been a Visiting
Researcher in European University Institute (EUI), University of
Mannheim, and Brookings Institution. She is a Fellow of
Transatlantic Relations Initiative of the IE University and serves as
a Board Member of Trans European Policy Studies Association
(TEPSA). Her analyses appeared in Brookings Institution, Carnegie
Europe, German Marshall Fund of the United States, Foreign
Affairs and El País, among others. She frequently comments on
current developments in Europe on international media. She is
native in Turkish and also speaks fluent English and Spanish.
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As Director for the Unit in charge of preparing and coordinating
the incoming Czech Presidency, Jakub Utěšený has a number of
high-profile responsibilities to fulfil in advance of the new
Presidency on July 1. During the next six months, the Czech
Presidency will have to sail through troubled waters to address
some of the most pressing EU issues, such as the Union’s
response to the ongoing war of aggression being waged by Russia
in Ukraine, as well as managing multiple ongoing files, such as the
implementation of the EU Green Deal, reacting to the conclusion
of the Conference on the Future of Europe, and much more. As
such, detailed preparations for this Presidency are of paramount
importance, given the high stakes faced by Europe in the current
moment. At the culmination of the Czech Pre-Presidency
Conference, the speech by Jakub Utěšený will outline both his role
in finalising the Czech government's plans for the next six months,
and it will feature his reaction to the discussions that took place
over the course of the Pre-Presidency Conference.
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PETR 
KRATOCHVÍL

IIR Prague

Petr Kratochvíl is a senior researcher at the Centre for European
Politics. He studied Theology of Christian Traditions at the
Protestant Theological Faculty of Charles University, International
Relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences of Charles University,
and International Political Sciences at the University of Economics
in Prague. In 2011 he was appointed associate professor and in
2016 a full professor. In addition, he lectures at Sciences Po in
Paris and at the Metropolitan University in Prague. He was also
the Chairman of the Academic Council of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic and the deputy
director (2004-2013) and then director of IIR. He cooperates with a
number of international academic institutions, most recently he
held lectures at Sapienza, University of Rome, the Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome, or at University of Cambridge. The
subject of his professional interest is primarily religion in world
politics, particularly Christianity in global affairs. But he also
explores Theories of International Relations, European Integration
and Russian Foreign Policy. He is a special representative of the
IIR in the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), a
representative of the IIR and a Board Member in the Trans
European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA), vice-chairman of the
Board of the IIR, and a member of several universities´ academic
and doctoral studies councils. He also serves as a Board Member
of the Governing Council of the Conference of European
Churches.

Lucia Mokrá is associate professor of International and European
Law at Comenius University in Bratislava, Faculty of Social and
Economic Sciences. She is also a visiting professor at other
universities in Europe and chairperson of the TEPSA board. Her
research interests include human rights, external relations,
institutional settings, and enforcement in international and
European law.
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