
MEET THE
SPEAKERS

A public debate to discuss the newly published book "Climate and the Future of Europe: Views
from the Capitals", co-edited by Michael Kaeding, Johannes Pollak, and Paul Schmidt, and
published by Springer. The local book contribution which will be presented during the event draws
the attention towards contributing to ambitious European targets while facing deep-rooted
sectoral flaws. Moreover, a series of views from Bucharest concerning the topic of climate change
and the future of Europe are going to be presented by two experts in combatting disinformation
and advancing sustainability. The dialogue will be moderated by Michael Kaeding, co-editor of the
book. 



Eliza Vaș is an EU affairs expert & NGO professional working on civil
society and democracy, circular economy and climate change,
digital developments and youth policy. She is part of the European
Institute of Romania’s team, European Studies Unit, since 2014. In
the national non-profit sector she is the vice-president of Young
Initiative Association, a Romanian NGO focused on empowering
young people and supporting the development of NGOs. At the
European level, she is working with YMCA Europe as research and
reporting consultant. 

Mihai Sebe is Head of Unit, European Studies Unit at the European
Institute of Romania and guest instructor, University of Bucharest.
His areas of interest are: political sciences, international relations,
contemporary history of Europe and Romania, the history of the
European idea and the relationship between the Romanian and
European politics. European affairs aficionado. Curious about the
shape of things to come. He holds a PhD in Political Sciences at the
University of Bucharest.

Alina Bârgăoanu is a Romanian communication scholar, member of
the Advisory Board of European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO)
and of EDMO’s task force on the war in Ukraine; President of the
Board, European Institute of Romania (since 2015);Marcin Król
Fellow at Visegrad Insight (October 2021 – September 2022); visiting
fellow at Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies at
Harvard University (October 2018 – March 2019); member of the
High-Level Expert Group on Fake News and Online Disinformation,
EC (2018); founder and editor-in-chief of Antifake.ro, a fact-
checking and digital literacy portal; contributor in several Romanian
media with articles and opinion pieces on disinformation,
technology and the new information eco-system.

Ciprian Stănescu is running the Social Innovation Solutions
ecosystem, a group of organizations that aim to empower
individuals and organizations to understand future
transformations and to develop sustainable tech, policy, and
entrepreneurial solutions. SIS runs a variety of educational
programs and business competitions like Future Makers,
Sustainability Academy, and Transformator; and conversation
platforms like Future Summit, Climate Change Summit, and
Sustainable Futures. Ciprian worked 12 years for global
organizations like Ashoka and the Aspen Institute, is a Global
Shaper Alumni of the World Economic Forum, co-founder of Global
Shapers Bucharest Hub and a Board Member of Rethink Romania. 


