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Latvian EU Pre-Presidency Conference
MOVING THE UNION FORWARD:
Involvement, Growth, Sustainability

organized by the Latvian Institute of International Affairs
in cooperation with the Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA) and the THESEUS Network
and with the support of European Commission Representation in Latvia, Fritz Thyssen Stiftung and the
European Parliament Information Office in Latvia
[an official event of the Latvian Presidency of the EU Council]

taking place on December 4, 2014, from 09:00-20:30, and December 5, 2014, from 10:00-16:00
(TEPSA General Assembly on December 5 for TEPSA members only)
at the Tallink Hotel Riga, Elizabetes 24, Riga, Latvia

Useful phone numbers:
organizers — Diana Potjomkina, +371 2888 3143, Andris Spruds, +371 2987 5965
taxi: +371 2000 8500, SemaraH Metropole Hotel (accommodation): +371 6601 0300
emergencies: 112
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Wednesday, December 3

Arrivals
Transfer and check-in to the SemaraH Metropole Hotel, Aspazijas bulvaris 36/38

Thursday, December 4

Registration
08:35 Walk to the Tallink Hotel Riga, Elizabetes iela 24

09:00 Opening & Keynote Speeches
Lolita Cigéne, Saeima [Parliament] of the Republic of Latvia (tbc)
Andris Spruds, Latvian Institute of International Affairs
Jaap de Zwaan, Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands, TEPSA Board
Frank Suder, Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Germany
Andris Kuznieks, European Commission Representation in Latvia

09:45 Priorities of the Latvian EU Presidency
Inga Skujina, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia

10:00 TEPSA Recommendations to the Latvian Presidency
Michal Koran, Institute of International Relations (IIR) Prague, Czech Republic

10:10 Panel L. Citizens’ Concerns in a Stronger EU: Sustainability of Institutional and
Economic Developments
On the eve of the Latvian presidency of the Council of the European Union the state of
play in the European Union must be evaluated. What are the main economic and
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political challenges currently in and of the European Union? Are we facing economic
stagnation and how to boost growth? How to make the European Union “fit for a Brit”
and what institutional changes the EU requires? Are geopolitics a challenge for
tomorrow’s European Union?

Chair: Karlis Bukovskis, Latvian Institute of International Affairs

Adriaan Schout, Institute of International Relations ‘Clingendael’, the Netherlands
Ramunas Vilpisauskas, Institute of International Relations and Political Sciences,
Lithuania

Mathias Jopp, Institut fir Europadische Politik, Germany

Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice-President, European Commission (Euro & Social Dialogue) —
recorded address, 5-10 minutes (tbc)

11:40 Coffee break

12:00 Panel II. Towards a Common Voice in the International Arena: Transatlantic
Partnership, Development Cooperation, International Trade and Security
We currently witness growing external and internal demands on the European Union to
assume a more significant role in world affairs. The question is, what are the EU’s
strategic priorities/“areas of operation”, what resources can it commit and what will be
the gains from becoming — possibly — a political and not only an economic superpower?
Will the EU manage to develop not a 29" but a single foreign policy? What steps should
be taken in the next months?

Chair: Gunilla Herolf, Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences, Sweden, TEPSA Board
Andris Piebalgs, former European Commissioner for Development, Latvia

Federico Steinberg, Real Instituto Elcano de Estudios Internacionales y Estratégicos,
Spain

Andres Kasekamp, Foreign Policy Institute, Estonia

Hanna Ojanen, University of Tampere, Finland, TEPSA Board

Gianni Bonvicini, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy

13:30 Lunch
Press briefing
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14:30

Parallel Panels III:

Panel III A. Towards the Riga Summit: Eastern Partnership as a Community of
Values or Interests?

The foundations and direction of the Eastern Partnership are now being reconsidered, not
least because of the events in Ukraine. What future developments can the EU introduce on
its own side and what can we expect from our partners? How does the Sakharov vision of
values (such as human rights, freedom and democracy) go together with the immediate
needs of security and economic development? Can we expect ever greater convergence
between the visions of development of the EU and its Eastern neighbours?

This discussion is supported by the European Parliament Information Office in Latvia and
(s dedicated to the annual Sakharov Prize

Chair: Andris Sprids, Latvian Institute of International Affairs

Fabrizio Tassinari, Institute for International Studies, Denmark
Kristina Vaicitinaité, East Europe Studies Centre, Lithuania x
Doris Wydra, Salzburg Centre of European Union Studies, Austria M} -
Irina Kuznecova, Foundation for an Open Society DOTS, Latvia
Juris Poikans, Ambassador for the Eastern Partnership, Latvia

Marta Ribele, European Parliament Information Office in Latvia

EIROPAS PARLAMENTA
Informacijas birojs Latvija

Panel III B. The European Energy Policy: Will the EU Be Able to Speak with One
Voice on Energy Issues?

Energy security has long been a priority of the European Union as a whole and of Latvia
in particular; now, it has acquired new urgency due to the conflict in Ukraine. What are
the alternative ways of securing energy supply, their costs and benefits? What else is
needed to reassure those EU members who are heavily dependent on Russia, in particular,
those in the Baltic Sea Region? How can the EU’s Common Energy Policy be further
improved, and what can we do to help our neighbours? What is the aim of the envisaged
Energy Union? And what should be the next steps?

Chair: tbc

Jaroslav Neverovic, former Energy Minister of Lithuania

Marjan Svetlicic, Centre of International Relations (University of Ljubljana), Slovenia
Andras Inotai, Institute for World Economics, Research Centre for Economic and
Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary

Mirja Schroder, Universitat zu Koln, Germany
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16:00 Coffee break

16:20 Parallel Panels IV:

Panel IV A. Going beyond the Eastern Partnership: Central Asia as a Priority of
the Latvian EU Presidency

Over the last years, Central Asia came back on the EU’s map of world politics — to a great
extent, this was driven by Latvia’s efforts. The upcoming presidency plans to focus on such
aspects as security and stability, border management, economic development, transit and
transportation networks, and education. The EU’s Central Asia strategy will also be
reviewed. Why is this region increasingly important for the EU, and on which sectors of
cooperation should we focus? What are the main challenges to overcome? How do we get
on board not only EU members but also major international players?

Chair: Sabina Lange, European Institute of Public Administration, the Netherlands
Katrin Bottger, Institut fir Europaische Politik, Germany

Igors Apokins, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia, Latvia
Representative of the European Commission

tbc

Panel IV B. Digital Market - A Driver for Promoting Growth and Jobs?

The Digital Single Market is possibly the best opportunity to further develop the EU’s Single
Market and kickstart economic growth. In the new European Commission, this is the
responsibility of one of the Vice-Presidents, and one additional Commissioner is
responsible for Digital Economy & Society. Thus, this priority of the upcoming Latvian
Presidency (s very timely, but what must be done to promote digital convergence in the
Union? Are there any challenges for truly converting it into a driver for growth and jobs,
and how can these be overcome? What can we learn from Latvia’s own experience?

Chair: Reinis Zitmanis, Digital Champion of Latvia, CEO at Itero.eu Digital Marketing
Agency, Latvia

Ian Begg, London School of Economics and Political Science, the United Kingdom, TEPSA
Board

Arnis Daugulis, Deputy State Secretary on ICT, Ministry of Environmental Protection and
Regional Development, Latvia

Signe Balina, Latvian Information and Communications Technology Association (LIKTA)
Janis Treijs, Reverta, Latvian Open Technologies Association
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17:50 Concluding Remarks
Wolfgang Wessels, TEPSA Board and THESEUS Chairperson
Andris Spruds, Latvian Institute of International Affairs

18:00 THESEUS Award Ceremony

18:40 Transfer to the reception (minibuses)

19:00 Reception hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia (K.
Valdemara 3)

19:15 Keynote address by Andrejs Pildegovics, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Latvia

20:15 Transfer to the SemaraH Hotel Metropole (minibuses running every 5 minutes)
Setting for informal debates (wine & snacks) — SemaraH Metropole Hotel, De Commerce
Gastro Pub 1871 (ground floor)

Friday, December 5

Check-out from the SemaraH Metropole Hotel
09:40 Walk to the Tallink Hotel Riga

10:00 TEPSA general assembly (TEPSA members only)
13:00 Light brunch/snacks
14:00 Guided Riga tour until 16:00 (optional) — meeting at the Tallink Hotel Riga

Departures

Rapporteurs:

Andris Cegodajevs, Elina Stungrevica, Rihards Bambals, Annija Emersone, Katrina Pétersone, Latvian
Institute of International Affairs

Lelde Cukure, University of Cologne / Maastricht University

with the support of the Eastern Partnership

a discussion supported by @

b Fritz Thyssen Stlftung “m

fir Wlssenschaftsforderung
Eiropas N
Komisija S EIROPAS PARLAMENTA
—— Y Informacijas birojs Latvija



Latvian Presidency
of the Council of the

(A
N2
4mw European Union
LATVIAN INSTITUTE OF

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

EUZOISL‘; LATVIJAS ARPOLITIKAS INSTITOTS

THESEUS

establishing a European society

Latvian EU Pre-Presidency Conference
MOVING THE UNION FORWARD:
Involvement, Growth, Sustainability
December 4-5, 2014, 09:00-20:30 / 10:00-16:00
Tallink Hotel Riga, Elizabetes 24

QZ/é » »W@Wfﬁ G

1. Travel and reimbursement. You will be reimbursed after the event (in principle, flights only).
Please save all relevant payment documents and boarding passes — otherwise, reimbursement will
not be possible. Further information will follow.

For those of you travelling with airBaltic, please note that it is recommended to check in online:
https://www.airbaltic.com/; the fee for checking in at the airport is EUR 10.

2. Transfer from and to the airport. Upon arrival, please look for a taxi driver holding a poster with
your name. I attach a list of arrivals grouped according to your travel times — one car may be
shared by several participants arriving at the same time.

In case your flight is late and you miss the transfer, please use the green or red taxis standing at
the airport exit (Baltic Taxi, Red Cab — cards accepted) and submit the receipt for reimbursement.
For your way back to the airport, the taxis will wait for you approximately 2 hrs 15 minutes before
your respective departures. Please see the list of departures below. Please note that on mornings
(until 10:00) and evenings (starting from 16:00), it may take approx. 50 mins or even more to get
to the airport.

The lists of arrivals and departures indicate also the place you travel to / from.

Please check the details of your transfer below and inform us if you want to change
anything: diana.potjomkina@liia.lv.

If you have not yet sent us your travel details and wish us to arrange a transfer, please
contact us asap.

3. The hotel. All participants stay at the SemaraH Metropole Hotel, Aspazijas bulvaris 36/38
(https://www.semarahhotels.com/en/metropole-hotel/, metropole@semarahhotels.com, + 371
6601 0300); the hotel costs are covered directly by us, unless it has been arranged otherwise with
you directly. If you depart on December 5, please check out in the morning.

Please note that additional expenses such as phone calls or the minibar cannot be covered by us.
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4. Distances. The accommodation and the conference venue are within 10 minutes’ walk — please
see the attached map. The venue of the reception is within 15 minutes’ walk from the SemaraH
Metropole Hotel Riga where the participants are accommodated.

5. Assistance. Our assistants will meet you at the SemaraH Metropole Hotel at 08:35 on December
4 and at 09:40 on December 5 in order to guide you to the conference venue; they will wear red
badges. The assistants will be happy to help you throughout the conference. A computer and a
printer will be available at the Tallink Hotel Riga, should you wish to print out your boarding passes
etc.

6. The discussions. All speakers are kindly requested to keep the initial address to 5-7 minutes, to
leave space for questions from the moderator and the audience. If you need to use PowerPoint,
please send me your presentation in advance: diana.potjomkina@liia.lv.

7. The audience. In addition to the list of our foreign participants and speakers (most of them TEPSA
members — please see below), the conference will be open to the Latvian public. We expect approx.
100-120 participants overall.

8. Special needs / preferences. If you have any special needs / preferences (e.g. catering etc.) and
have not yet informed the organizers about them, kindly let us know: diana.potjomkina@liia.lv.

9. Guided Riga tour (optional) will take place on December 5 from 14:00-16:00, leaving from the
Tallink Hotel Riga. The guide: Andra Brice, +371 29 199 913.
You can find more information about Riga (the 2014 European Capital of Culture) here:
http://www.liveriga.com/en/ or here: http://riga2014.org/eng/

10. Weather. According to the current forecasts, temperatures will keep below zero (-1 to —4°C). It
can be very windy in Riga at this time of the year.

11. Useful phone numbers:
organizers — Diana Potjomkina, +371 2888 3143, Andris Spruds, +371 2987 5965
taxi: +371 2000 8500
SemaraH Metropole Hotel (accommodation): +371 6601 0300
emergencies: 112
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(alphabetic order; as of 23.11.2014.)

Linda Amrani, Centre of European Studies (Sciences
Po), France

Roderick Pace, Institute for European Studies, Malta

Igors Apokins, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia

Antonis Papagiannidis, Centre of European Studies
and Research (EKEME), Greece

Kiril Avramov, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria

Florent Peterkenne, TEPSA Board

Signe Balina, Latvian Information and
Communications Technology Association (LIKTA)

Katrina Pétersone, Latvian Institute of International
Affairs

Rihards Bambals, Latvian Institute of International
Affairs

Andris Piebalgs, former European Commissioner for
Development

Aline Bartenstein, Cologne University, Germany

Andrejs Pildegovics, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Latvia

Iain Begg, TEPSA Board

Juris Poikans, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia

Mirte van den Berge, TEPSA

Diana Potjomkina, Latvian Institute of International
Affairs

Gianni Bonvicini, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy

Marta Ribele, European Parliament Information
Office in Latvia

Katrin Bottger, Institut fur Europaische Politik,
Germany

Mark Rhinard, Institute of International Affairs (SIIA-
UI), Sweden

Karlis Bukovskis, Latvian Institute of International
Affairs

Visnja Samardzija, Institute for Development and
International Relations (IRMO), Croatia

Andris Cegodajevs, Latvian Institute of Int. Affairs

Katrin Schmermund, Cologne University, Germany

Lelde Cukure, University of Cologne / Maastricht
University

Adriaan Schout, Institute of International Relations
‘Clingendael’, the Netherlands

Arnis Daugulis, Ministry of Economics of Latvia

Mirja Schroeder, Cologne University, Germany
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Dragos Dinu, Romanian Centre for European
Policies, Romania

Andris Sprids, Latvian Institute of International
Affairs

Brendan Donnelly, Federal Trust for Education and
Research, the United Kingdom

Federico Steinberg, Real Instituto Elcano de Estudios
Internacionales y Estratégicos, Spain

Annija Emersone, Latvian Institute of Int. Affairs

Elina Stungrevica, Latvian Institute of Int. Affairs

Atila Eralp, Centre for European Studies (C.E.S.),
Middle East Technical University, Turkey

Frank Suder, Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, Germany

Andrew Gilmore, Institute of International and
European Affairs (IIEA), Ireland

Marjan Svetlici¢, Centre of International Relations
(University of Ljubljana), Slovenia

Gunilla Herolf, TEPSA Board

Fabrizio Tassinari, Danish Institute for International
Studies (DIIS), Denmark

Andras Inotai, Institute for World Economics,
Research Centre for Economic and Regional Studies
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary

Baldur Thorhallsson, Institute of International Affairs
and the Centre for Small State Studies, Iceland

Juha Jokela, Finnish Institute of International Affairs
(FIIA), Finland

Luca Tomini, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium

Mathias Jopp, Institut fir Europaische Politik (IEP),
Germany

Janis Treijs, Latvian Open Technologies Association

Zanda Kalnina-Lukasevica, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Latvia

Loukas Tsoukalis, ELIAMEP, Greece

Andres Kasekamp, Foreign Policy Institute (EVI),
Estonia

Kristina Vaicitnaité, Eastern Europe Studies Centre,
Lithuania

Michal Koran, Institute of International Relations
Prague, Czech Republic

Guy Vanhaeverbeke, Honorary Member of the TEPSA
Board

Irina Kuznecova, Foundation for an Open Society
DOTS, Latvia

Laura Ventura, TEPSA

Andris Kuznieks, European Commission
Representation in Latvia

Ramunas Vilpisauskas, Institute of International
Relations and Political Sciences, Lithuania

Sabina Lange, EIPA, Luxembourg

Wolfgang Wessels, TEPSA Board

Jean-Marie Majerus, Centre d'Etudes et de
Recherches Européennes Robert Schuman,
Luxembourg

Nina Witjes, Institute for International Affairs (oiip),
Austria

Nanette Neuwahl, College of Europe in Natolin,
Poland

Doris Wydra, Salzburg University, Austria

Jaroslav Neverovi¢, Former Lithuanian Minister of
Energy

Reinis Ziverts, Latvian Digital Champion

Hanna Ojanen, TEPSA Board

Jaap de Zwaan, TEPSA Board
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Tallink Hotel Riga, Elizabetes 24
rrivals
(as of 23.11.2014))
Participant Flight Date Time | Transfer to
Aline Bartenstein FR 3024 Cologne Riga 02.12. 19:20 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Lelde Cukure
Katrin Schmermund
Mirja Schroeder
Dragos Dinu BT 432 Wien Riga 03.12. 12:30 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Andras Inotai OS 7027 Wien Riga
Nina Witjes
Luca Tomini BT 602 Brussels Riga 03.12. 12:40 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Jaap de Zwaan KL 3091 Amsterdam Riga | 03.12. 13:05 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Kiril Avramov LH 0890 Frankfurt Riga 03.12. 13:10 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Jean-Marie Majerus
Visnja Samardzija
Frank Suder
Baldur Thorhallsson 03.12. 13:35 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Marjan Svetlici¢ LO 783 Warsaw Riga 03.12. 13:40 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Linda Amrani BT 692 Paris CDG Riga 03.12. 13:55 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Atila Eralp TK 1757 Istanbul Riga 03.12. 14:35 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Juha Jokela AY 2125 Helsinki Riga 03.12. 17:15 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Hanna Ojanen
Federico Steinberg
Mirte van den Berge | BT 5374 Brussels Riga 03.12. 17:20 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Gianni Bonvicini SN 2367 Brussels Riga
Sabina Lange
Florent Peterkenne BT 5374 Brussels Riga 03.12. 17:20 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Laura Ventura
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Brendan Donnelly BT 654 London Riga 03.12. 21:35 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Andrew Gilmore FR1976 Dublin Riga 03.12. | 22:.00 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Antonis OS 7029 Vienna Riga 03.12. | 22:10 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Papagiannidis BT 434 Vienna Riga

Loukas Tsoukalis

Adriaan Schout BT 620 Amsterdam Riga | 03.12. 22:10 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Wolfgang Wessels AB 5552 Berlin-Tegel Riga | 03.12. | 22:10 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Katrin Bottger BT214 Berlin-Tegel Riga

Mark Rhinard SK 9630 Stockholm Riga | 03.12. 22:15 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Gunilla Herolf BT 110 Stockholm Riga

Roderick Pace BT 224 Munich Riga 03.12. | 22:25 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Doris Wydra

Guy Vanhaeverbeke | BT 604 Brussels Riga 03.12. 23:05 | SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Ramunas by car 03.12.

Vilpisauskas

Kristina Vaiciunaite by car 03.12.

Michal Koran LH 892 Frankfurt Riga 04.12. |0:20 SemaraH Metropole Hotel
Iain Begg

Jaroslav Neverovic Lux Express Vilnius Riga | 04.12. 12:25

Mathias Jopp tbc

Andres Kasekamp

Nanette Neuwahl

Fabrizio Tassinari
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Diparturas

(as of 23.11.2014.)
Participant Flight Date | Flight | Transfer | Transfer departs from

time | departs
at
Jaroslav Neverovi¢ | Lux Express Riga Vilnius | 05.12. | 10:35
lain Begg BT 313 Riga Tallinn 05.12. | 14:.00 | 12:00 Tallink Hotel Riga
Andres Kasekamp | LH 891 Riga Frankfurt 14:10
Loukas Tsoukalis
Frank Suder LH A320 Riga Frankfurt | 05.12. | 14:10 | 12:00 SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Juha Jokela AY 2122 Riga Helsinki 05.12. | 14:20 | 12:20 Tallink Hotel Riga
Mark Rhinard
Federico Steinberg
Luca Tomini BT 603 Riga Brussels 05.12. | 15:.00 | 13:00 Tallink Hotel Riga
Guy
Vanhaeverbeke
Brendan Donnelly | BT 653 Riga London 15:20
Atila Eralp TK 1758 Riga Istanbul 15:35
Linda Amrani BT 693 Riga Paris CDG | 05.12. | 15:55 | 13:40 Tallink Hotel Riga
Adriaan Schout BT 619 Riga Amsterdam | 05.12. | 16:45 | 14:30 Tallink Hotel Riga
Baldur KL 3092 Riga
Thorhallsson Amsterdam
Jaap de Zwaan
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Andras Inotai BT 433 Riga Wien 05.12. | 16:50 | 14:30 | Tallink Hotel Riga
Michal Koran OS 7030 Riga Vienna
Jean-Marie Majerus
Visnja Samardzija
Nina Witjes
Doris Wydra BT 223 Riga Munich 05.12. | 17:30 | 15:15 | Tallink Hotel Riga (via
SemaraH Hotel Metropole)
Katrin Bottger BT 213 Riga Berlin-Tegel 17:45
Hanna Ojanen AY 2126 Riga Helsinki 17:45
Mirte van den BT 5373 Riga Brussels 05.12. | 17:55 | 15:40 | SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Berge SN 2368 Riga Brussels
Gianni Bonvicini
Sabina Lange
Florent Peterkenne
Laura Ventura
Gunilla Herolf SK 9629 Riga Stockholm | 05.12. | 19:10 | 16:50 | SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Andrew Gilmore FR 1977 Riga Dublin 05.12. | 22:25 SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Ramunas by car 05.12.
VilpiSauskas
Kristina Vaiciunaite | by car 05.12.
Dragos Dinu OS 7028 Riga Vienna 06.12. | 7:35 SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Antonis
Papagiannidis
Kiril Avramov LH 891 Riga Frankfurt 06.12. | 14:10 SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Roderick Pace
Marjan Svetlici¢ LH 891 Riga Frankfurt 06.12. | 15:30 SemaraH Hotel Metropole
Aline Bartenstein FR 3025 Riga Cologne 06.12. | 1945 SemaraH Hotel Metropole

Lelde Cukure
Katrin
Schmermund
Mirja Schroeder
Wolfgang Wessels

Mathias Jopp tbc
Nanette Neuwahl
Fabrizio Tassinari
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MOVING THE UNION FORWARD:

Involvement, Growth, Sustainability
December 4-5, 2014, 09:00-20:30 / 10:00-16:00
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